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he died he had just been made President of the Poor Law Com-
mission, and the highest prizes appeared to be within his grasp.

Testimony is united as to Buller's great charm and wit. Indeed,
the very qualities that most recommended him to Thackeray and
that made him popular in Early Victorian society were the heaviest
checks on his political career.

He was seduced [writes Greville] by his keen perception of the ridicu-
lous and an irresistible propensity to banter into an everlasting mockery
of everything and everybody, which not only often became tiresome and
provoking, but gave an appearance of levity to his character that largely
deducted from the estimation in which he would otherwise have been
held. It was impossible to be sure when he was in earnest and when he
was in jest, when he really meant what he said, and when he was only
jeering, gibing, and making game. It is incredible what damage this
pernicious habit did him; for it created a notion that though he was
very witty and entertaining, he had no settled principles and convictions,
and that he cmade a mockery of life/ 4I

No one relished Buller's mental agility more than Lady Harriet
Ashburton, his closest friend and, according to some contempo-
raries, the grande passion of his life.42 "They had both the same
spirits and cleverness in conversation," Greville remarks, "and the
same quickness and drollery in repartee. . . . their talk was like
that in the polite conversation between Never Out and Miss
Notable." 43
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It may be surmised that Thackeray did not go far afield for his
model when he drew old Miss Crawley in Vanity Fair. Living
with him in 1847 was his maternal grandmother, Harriet Butler
(c. 17701847), a selfish and imperious old lady to the worldly
follies of whose youth had succeeded beads and prayer-books as

41 Greville Memoirs, ed. Strachey and Fulford, VI, 137.

42 Though  Buller  never married,  he was  not without  other ties.   See
Memoranda below, Theresa Reviss.

43 Greville Memoirs, ed. Strachey and Fulford, VII, 287.